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About Earthwatch



► Founded in Massachusetts, 1971

► Earthwatch Australia incorporated 1982 

► Solutions focused and non-adversarial

► In 2009, 100 projects in 42 countries 

► 3,500 ‘citizen scientists’ involved each year

► Making a difference
– More than 150 new species of plants & animals 

discovered in Australia in 2009

– Partnering with responsible businesses for more than 20 
years

– 139 new management strategies developed since 2002

– 224 peer reviewed scientific publications in Australia

About Earthwatch

Earthwatch promotes sustainability by engaging people in science-based conservation.

Winner of the 2009 Prime Minister’s Award for Australian 

Environmentalist of the Year





Australia’s changing climate



Australia’s changing climate



Australia’s changing climate



Australia’s Biogeography



2007 IPCC 4AR



Australian examples
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AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE (Gibbs 2007 Emu 107: 284-293)



Australian examples



►UK Phenology Network: 

www.naturescalendar.org.uk 

�

►From 200 to now 25,000 

observers 

►600,000 records annually

►Data informed IPCC 4th

Report

The northern hemisphere response



Solution: climatewatch.org.au



ClimateWatch: inspiring a generation of ‘citizen scientists’

• What is it? – which species

• Where was it? – location it was seen

• When was it there? – date of the observation

• How was it behaving? – nesting, flowering, calling

ClimateWatch allows every Australian to help shape our country’s 

scientific response to climate change.

climatewatch.org.au
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Australia’s population



ClimateWatch Indicator Species
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ClimateWatch: climatewatch.org.au 
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ClimateWatch: Top 22 Observers



ClimateWatch: climatewatch.org.au 



ClimateWatch: Australian Magpie Observations



ClimateWatch: Landcare Week 6 – 12 September



ClimateWatch: Conservation Week









Evaluation Participants age

Did you enjoy the event?



climatewatch.org.au
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